Dear brothers and sisters,
I'm in America but God is still hard at work in Africa.
My first semester at DIU is in the books. In Fall I plan to live in Dallas and continue taking classes in
Translation Advising.
I have been planning to visit Malawi for a month starting July 22nd to encourage the friends and
ministries I know there. I have bought plane tickets and everything, but recently Malawi changed its
rules to allow no visitors. They are expecting a 3rd wave of Covid. If borders open back up I will go, but
if not I will have to cancel. Pray against the spirit of fear in Malawi. Malawi has a friendly, open
culture which is being challenged at the moment.
FTS (Fishers, Trainers and Senders) is the organization I lived with for years in Malawi (pics below).
They continue to do outreaches but struggle without an income from their guesthouse, since so few
visitors are coming now.
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You can follow FTS on their facebook page, ftsministries2003. As
always, you can donate to them through me if you like, by letting me
know or putting FTS in the memo of a check, and I will forward the
donation. They are a Malawi-based organization so there is no way to
give online. Pray that the young people FTS disciples would grow up
loving and serving Jesus.
Our pastor friend Gracious is getting ordained on July 24th. He is being
promoted from pastor to region minister. His church is Mtendere church,
the building we helped construct last year. Muslim members are being
added to this church on a monthly basis. Pray for the faith of the
Nkhotakota area and that more people would be drawn to this biblepreaching church.
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In GRN news, I have processed a host of bible recordings
from the Congo. This came to us via a fellow missionary as
well as Mr Bembe in Kananga, DRC. Mr Bembe is making
recordings of live teachings in his area but is interested in
recording more bible stories like the ones GRN uses. I've
held one Zoom training session with him about
recording/editing. Pray that our continued contact would
result in more fruitful recordings for the Congo.
We are also discussing with the team in Madagascar about
Zoom recording training sessions. They have been
translating scripture but there is a stack of recording work
waiting to resume there. I'd like to “be there with them”
when they pick up recording again in August. Pray that their
recordists Maksera and Revoma would do a good job and
find joy in the work.
I'm also Zooming with Wycliffe Eurasia
for possible Translation Advisor roles
once I finish my education. There are
needs in Azerbaijan and Tajikistan. Just
to give you a sampling, one group, the
Kesdi, has 10,000 speakers mainly
concentrated in two villages in or
bordering Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan has
1802 mosques and 11 churches. Another
group without a current translation
project are Yurans in a southern part of
Russia who do not like visitors. I was
also told about 5 groups in Tajikistan but
I cannot mention their names because
the area is sensitive.
I could translate in Africa. There are
many groups awaiting scripture in
Nigeria and Ethiopia. Pray that I end up
in a place God is moving where I can
make an impact.
Here's something the global church can
pray: “May the Lord make our love
increase and overflow for each other.” (1
Thess 3:12) One way we love is by
praying. The latest GRN prayer update can
This only shows the major groups in the Caucasus!
be found here: https://globalrecordings.net/en/auprayer
Take a moment to pray for today's request!
God bless you all,
Joel

